quick facts O organ, eye, and tissue donation & transplantation

types of donation

There are two types of donation: and . Living donation provides an opportunity for
an individual to save a life while still living. Deceased donation occurs after the prospective donor is declared deceased
by a physician. This fact sheet provides information on deceased donation, however living donation is also an option
for those who wish to save lives through organ donation. Living donors may donate a kidney, a third of the liver, and in
some rare cases, a portion of the pancreas or intestine and a lung (see page 1).

1,929 29,680

number of transplants performed from number of transplants performed from
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In NYS, you can register to become an organ donor when you visit the DMV, register to vote, apply for an idNYC card,
register for health insurance through the health benefits exchange, or at LongLiveNY.org.

Those aged 16 and 17 can register their consent to become an organ donor. Parents/guardians will be notified at the time
of the potential donation and, if they wish, can revoke the option. Once the registered minor turns 18 the parent/guardian
option to revoke consent is no longer available.

1906: first corneal transplant 1998: first successful hand transplant

1954: first successful kidney transplant 2001: first time the number of living donors (6,528)
exceeded the number of deceased donors (6,081)

1967: first successful heart transplant
2010: first successful full face transplant

1977: first computer-based organ matching system

implemented 2013: the HIV Organ Policy Equity (HOPE) Act was
passed allowing for research into transplanting
1983: cyclosporine is introduced (immune suppressant) organs from HIV+ donors to HIV+ patients

religious perspectives

Generally, all major religions support organ donation as a final act of compassion and generosity. For instance, Judaism
believes that if it is possible to donate an organ to save a life, it is obligatory to do so. Similarly, Catholicism views organ
donation as an act of charity, fraternal love and self-sacrifice; while, the Islamic faith believes in the principle of saving

human lives and permits donation as a means of achieving that noble end. Prospective donors may wish to continue the
conversation regarding organ donation with their respective religious leaders. See below for quotes regarding donation

from religious authorities.

catholicism . o . . )
Organ donation is a testimony of love for our neighbor.

- Pope Francis, October 2014

judaism
“ .Whoever saves a life, it is considered as if he saved an entire world.”

- Jerusalem Talmud, Sanhedrin 4:1 (22A)

islam “Whoever saves the life of one person it would be as if he saved the life of all

mankind”
- Holy Qur’an, Chapter 5 vs. 32
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